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On board the Hiawatha, 
Jan. Jrd, H~6,. 
Dear Parents, Brothers & Sisters: 
Iara still right side up with oare. On the 
27th of last month, wo went up tho Yazoo River until Ne 
were a.bout 12 niles from Vicksburg. Landed a little after night 
jJ and marched out toward Vicksburg as far as Walnut Hill. 
We remained there until Nell' Year's Night part of the time under 
the ene~y•s shell. New Year night we evacuated the place and 
brought everything and yesterday about 2 P.M., we pushed off 
and are now on the Mississippi some miles above Vicksburg 
on the Louisana or rather by it for we are not landed yet. What 
we will do next, I don't know. Quite a. number of our boys are 
sick or at least not well so I must give them some of my time 
and attention no\v, so call this a letter and answer it and I 
will answer again in a duy or two. 
Ihere was sor.e 10 inches o.f water fell last night. 
Direct to 96 - o.v.r. A.J.Smith's Division of tr~ 
Army of '.i'ann. 
Thomas. 
